
Music Education Resource Network (MERN)
in collaboration with the Texas Music Educators Association (TMEA), is a proactive 

mentoring network of TMEA and The Foundation for Music Education (TFME).

O U R  M I S S I O N
MERN links successful music education professionals (advisors) with new Texas music educators 

(protégés) and offers a proactive program of one-on-one mentoring to
each new music teacher for a minimum of one year.

M E M B E R  A D V I S O R  R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S
• Be available to serve as the organizational resource for the good of all current
 TMEA/MERN mentoring programs in a pro-bono capacity.
• Personally contact new teachers identified by TMEA, UIL, and school districts during fall region       
 meetings to offer guidance in planning and facilitating their first year(s).
• Recognize and solicit new members, via the MERN Executive Committee, that are successful,              
 experienced and willing music education professionals wanting to serve as advisors.
• Organize and coordinate, through the MERN Managing Director and the TMEA Deputy     
 Director, a network of Area Coordinators that will be responsible for the organization of   
 specific TMEA Regions and Divisions. 
• Personally contact music education professors and their students in Texas colleges and   
 universities to make them aware of what MERN has to offer.
• Observe classes and provide feedback on a bi-monthly basis to the new teacher (protégé) on  
 teaching practices for teachers as requested.
• Be a champion and member of TMEA.

T M E A  C O N T R I B U T I O N S
• TMEA will support MERN by maintaining a database of new music teachers (protégés) during  
 the TMEA/UIL Fall Region Meeting to be supplied to the MERN Managing Director.
• TMEA will forward any additional new teacher (protégé) information from their region to the  
 MERN Managing Director and the designated Area Coordinator.
• TMEA will conduct a follow up survey prior to the school year by contacting local school music  
 teachers, music supervisors, and the Region UIL Executive Secretary to identify additional   
 names of new teachers (protégés) that were not identified during the fall meeting. They will   
 forward those additional names to the MERN Managing Director and the designated Area Coordinator. 
• TMEA Deputy Director will support the MERN Managing Director and the assigned MERN Area  
 Coordinators in facilitating the pairing of a MERN advisor with a protégé. 

The Foundation For Music Education (TFME)
is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization committed to raising funds for the

support of music education and the proliferation of music educators in our schools.

O U R  M I S S I O N
TFME is dedicated to the support and advancement of music education through scholarships

and other worthwhile projects.

O U R  V I S I O N
• The Foundation For Music Education will support band, choir, orchestra, and elementary
 music educator training programs across the United States.
• We will seek funding to support music education students.
• We will award scholarships as directed by the
 Board of Trustees.
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C O N T A C T  I N F O R M A T I O N
The Foundation for Music Education 

Attention: Dick Clardy, Executive Director 
10701 Upland Avenue, Lubbock, Texas 79424, 806.687.0861

www.foundationformusiceducation.org

Texas Music Educators Association
Attention: Frank Coachman, Deputy Executive Director

P.O. Box 140465 Austin, Texas 78714-0465  512.452-0710, Ext 102
www.tmea.org

M E R N

Dick Clardy, Executive Director of TFME 
Gerald Babbitt 
Keith Dye
Diane Gorzycki, deceased

Rodney Klett
Michael Ware

Rick Yancey

FOUNDING MERN ADVISORS

Bethann Adams
Kitty Amshoff
Gerald Babbitt
John Benzer
Julie Birkner
Robert Blanton
Nick Boltz
Dianne Brumley
Karen Bryan
Mark Buley
Cindy Bulloch
Mark Chambers
Dick Clardy
Royce Coatney
Greg Countryman
Richard Crain
Scott Deppe
Keith Dye
Jack Fariss
Cathy Fishburn
Kathy Fishburn
Kyle Friesenhahn
Diane Gorzycki

deceased

Alan Harkey
Billy Harrell
Sam Harris
Sonya Holesovsky
Bob Horton
Tom Jennings
Jan Juneau
James Keene
Gaylene Kelley
Rodney Klett
Gary Lewis
Albert Lo
Anthony Maiello
G. Wayne Maxwell
Caia McCullar
J.R. McEntyre
Penelope Meitz
Gabe Musella
Mike Olson
Janwin Overstreet-
 Goode
Robert Parsons
Tammy Patterson

Sharon Paul
Dana Pradervand
Timothy Rhea
Marsha Robinson
Bernard Rosenberg
Andy Sealy
Alan Sharps
Tom Shine
Julienne Smith
Randy Storie
Carol Sullivan
Bryce Taylor
Kerry Taylor
Scott Taylor
Becky Terrazas
Randy Vaughn
Rick Villarreal
Ferd Vollmar
Catherine Wafford
Michael Ware
Jill Yancey
Rick Yancey
Marcia Zoffuto
  deceased

Michael Ware,
 MERN Managing Director
John Benzer, Band
Si Millican, Band
Ferd Vollmar, Band
Nick Boltz, Choir
Tom Jennings, Choir

Charles Rives, Choir
Michael Alexander, Orchestra

Royce Coatney, Orchestra
Kathy Fishburn, Orchestra

Karen Bryan, Elementary
Julie Scott, Elementary

Carol Sullivan, Elementary

FOUNDING ADVISORS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

STEERING COMMITTEE

2201 Greenlee Drive

Austin, TX 78703

office: 512-236-0678
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